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key social institutions now receive open and public indigenous
Christian analysis in a way that was anathema during colonial
times—postcolonial reflection that has been accompanied by
unprecedented numerical growth. Correspondingly, Korean
Christians, after draconian Japanese imperial efforts to squelch
fledglingexpressionsofChristian life,experiencedextraordinary
numerical growth. Somewhat ironically, however, in Korea this
growth has too often been detached from robust sociopolitical
engagement.

The ongoing challenge across the continents has been to
understand what it means to turn previously unconverted
spheresof life toChrist.Whatdoesconversionlooklike—socially,
institutionally, and politically—and how does it take place? And
what does this mean for the Christian diaspora, for the hundreds
of thousands of Africans, Asians, and Latin Americans who are
findingnewhomesandfreshhopeinNorthAmerica,Europe,and
Australia—missionary-sendingcontinentswhoseChristianity is
either moribund or greatly diminished? Bugs and error messages
associatedwiththis latestbackgroundsoftwareacquireparticular
poignancy for second- and third-generation, fully enculturated
immigrants more comfortable with the languages and cultural
forms of their host countries than with those of their parents
or grandparents. In what sense is the Christianity of a Korean
Russian or a Korean American unique? What particular roles, if
any, do such bicultural and even multicultural Christians play
in the worldwide mission of the Gospel?

Such challenges are as old as our faith itself. After all, Jesus
and his earliest followers lived out their days in a multicultural,
brutally colonized world. The same holds true for two successive
millennia of Christians, whether it be Judean Christians under
persecution, tenth-century Slavs trapped between the Holy

Roman and Byzantine Empires, sixteenth-century Hispaniolan
believers enslaved by Spaniards, or early twentieth-century
Hawaiian Christians dominated by powerful U.S. political and
corporate interests. In the nineteenth century, First NationsAlas-
kans were baptized into Russian Orthodoxy or transmuted into
English-speaking Presbyterians. Chinese Christians, across the
centuries, have received the Christian Gospel in its Syriac, Latin,
Russian, French, English, German, Korean, and other linguistic
and cultural forms.

Today as never before, Jesus’ followers are found across
a bewildering range of settings: multicultural, alien, postcolo-
nial, politically oppressive, affluent, and destitute. Whatever
the setting, whether rooted or on the move, the church is the
deeply flawed but extraordinarily purposeful body of Christ
incarnate—the Word made flesh. It exists by mission, just as a
fire exists by burning, as Emil Brunner so aptly observed. The
modern world order created by expanding empires is giving way
to social, demographic, and ecclesiastical realities that are much
less tidy than those proposed by missiological cartographers of
a century ago.

Can operating systems and background software ever be
separated? Not without debilitating the one and destroying the
other.Therecanbenochurchandmissionwithouthumanbeings,
and there can be no human beings who are not shaped, condi-
tioned, self-defined, animated, and limited by their cultures. Nor
can there be any church and mission that will not instinctively
influence and benefit their host culture. While the essays in this
issue of the International Bulletin of Missionary Research
are weighted toward the country of Korea, they illustrate well
what is taking place worldwide.

—J. Nelson Jennings


